


OVERVIEW OF INTERNATIONAL
WORK IN 2023
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International project activities implemented,
including sending and hosting volunteers, youth
exchanges, trainings for youth workers.

Partner countries worked with us this year,
including EU member states, Ukraine, the United
Kingdom, Turkey and Western Balkans

International project participants came to Hyvarila
youth centre, and over 50 Finnish participants went
abroad

Youth days were spent in Hyvarila youth centre by
international youth and youth workers.

1 8.8 6 6 ¢

4,7/5 was average rating of accommodation
and meals (assessed separately) across all
international groups that stayed in Hyvarila

youth centre in 2023




CULTURE:IMAGINED

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP PROJECT, FINAL SEMINAR

Final seminar with participants from Lithuania,
Finland (Liminka and Nurmes), and Spain was
organized to share results of creative projects
done by youth in their municipalities.

Within the project, young people participated
in an online training, and a training in Spain in
2022, after which they developed their own
creative projects to highlight local culture.

Youth from Nurmes organized an adventure
game for primary school students, basing the
adventure on Kalevala epics.

Spanish youth organized a city-wide culture
treasure hunt and music activities.

Lithuanian youth made a mural with
participation of guests and students of the
Alytus youth centre.

Co-funded by

the European Union



STAY CONNECTED

SERIES OF SCHOOL EXCHANGES
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MARCH 2023 HYVARILA YOUTH CENTRE
JUNE 2023

SEZANA SCHOOL
INTERNSHIPS

TEAM AND INDIVIDUAL INTERNSHIPS WITHIN ERASMUS+

A group of students stayed in Hyvarild youth
centre for three weeks, learning about
Karelian culture, and creating a mural on a
climbing wall in Navetta building. Students of
design and interior decoration practiced
creating mood boards and pitching designs to
a client. They finished the project with
unveiling of the mural to Hyvarila youth centre
staff and a presentation of traditional
Slovenian dishes.

Individual internship for a photography
student took place in summer 2023. Practice
included commercial photography, reporting
from events, photos of interiors and
equipment, as well as creative photography.




GREEN WEEK

ESC VOLUNTEERING TEAM

International team volunteering project
gathered volunteers from EU and Western
Balkans for two weeks to promote sustainable
living and celebrate European Green Week.

In cooperation with Nurmes municipality,
Nurmes museum, and a number of local
organizations, a Pulaviikko was organized.

Hyvarila volunteers were joined by:

Nare Ry, Nurmeksen and Yla-Valtimon martat,
Nurmeskotiyhdistys / Ystavan pysakki,
Maaseudunsivistysliitto, Valtimo-Seura,
Hyvarilda youth centre and Nuorten Kulma
youth house.

Volunteers  organized  workshops  and
sustainability-themed activities in:

« Valtimo school

« Valtimon nuokkari

« Porokyla school

o Nurmeksen lukio

Narekartano second-hand shop

Ystavan pysakki

Co-funded by
the European Union




TRAININGS FOR YOUTH
WORKERS







SUMMER TALKOOT

ESC VOLUNTEERING TEAM

Summer Talkoot is a biodiversity initiative, Volunteer activities included:
started in 2021 in order to maintain a o Cutting meadow grass with scythe after
wildflower meadow growing in Hyvarila, and learning the technique.
spread biodiversity preservation practices « Building insect hotels and learning about
across Europe by engaging volunteers and their significance, gifting ready hotels to
promoting practical steps and actions. guests of ROmpe festival.

« Talkoot in an animal rescue farm in Juuka.
In 2023 volunteering program included also « Social media promotion of ESC program.
traditional craft transfer from a local artisan « Painting a bike training route in Nurmes.
Martti Pellikka - an element which enriched « Doing Talkoot in Murtovaara museum.
the learning of project participants greatly « Organizing Talkoot intercultural program
thanks to extended communication together. for Rompe festival in Hyvarila.

Co-funded by
the European Union




JANUARY-OCTOBER 2023 HYVARILA YOUTH CENTRE

INDIVIDUAL
VOLUNTEERING

WITHIN EUROPEAN SOLIDARITY CORPS

Four international volunteers from lItaly, Belgium and Ukraine took part in 2-12 month long
projects. Main work tasks included helping youth workers with activities during camp school
season, working with international groups, social media on Instagram @volunteers_eastfinland.

On top of that, they managed to work on creative projects: a poetic performance was created by
one of the volunteers, based on “The rabbit year” book, highlighting personal growth and cultural
learning the volunteer experienced in Finland.

A children’s book with handmade illustrations was written and designed by another volunteer to
help deal with the unknown and embracing challenges.

A charitable concert “Sing for Ukraine” was organized by the Nurmes community at the initiative
of a long-term volunteer from Ukraine, raising over 3000 Euro donations to the Red Cross.



CLICA PROJECT

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP




CELEBRATING KEKRI

ESC VOLUNTEERING TEAM

Celebrating Kekri project was organized for
the third consecutive year, with number of
local community members participating in
celebration and workshops higher than before.

An unexpected outcome of this year’s project
was that a Spanish teacher implemented a
week of Kekri-related activities in her school
with primary school students, upon learning
about this Finnish tradition.

Co-funded by

Workshops and activities were implemented
around Nurmes and Valtimo as follows:

Workshops in Kirkkokatu school.

Visit to Ystavan pysakki.

Workshops in Porokyla school.

Workshops in Valtimo school.

Scavenger hunt for Nurmes annual
scavenger hunt month.

Building traditional fence in Hyvarila.
Nuorten kulma youth house visit.
Organizing Kekri celebrations activities for
children, music, international dishes for
guests.

the European Union



NOVEMBER 2023 HYVARILA YOUTH CENTRE

CIAO SUOMI

YOUTH EXCHANGE WITHIN ERASMUS+ PROGRAM

Fully designed and implemented by youth,
Ciao Suomi is a follow-up exchange to Ciao
Italia, implemented in 2022 in Brescia, Italy.

This time, geography of participation
expanded, bringing on board youth of age 20-
25 years old from Finland, Poland, Armenia,
Ukraine, Spain and ltaly.

Mental health and methods of maintaining
well-being were chosen for the 6-day activity,
including cooking healthy meals, connecting
with nature, exploring meditation and yoga,
movement, conflict resolution, and crafts
workshops. Alongside with thematic learning
outcomes, participants gained experience in
preparing and implementing workshops, and
taking responsibility over project management
as leaders.




TRAVELLING ABROAD WITH s
ERASMUS+ AND EUROPEAN o
SOLIDARITY CORPS

Short-term volunteering in Iceland:
preparing slopes of a skiing resort
for winter season: painting cabins
and picking up trash

Youth exchange “PhotoSyntesis” in
Poland: learning how to see the

beauty in everyday life through
photography i

Kick-off seminar of
CLICA project took
Youth exchange “Ruralship” for place in Greece

youth 13-15 years old took place in

Spain. Main theme was wellbeing of Training for facilitators within CLICA
young people living in rural areas project in Italy gathered youth work
professionals to present CLICA

Co-funded by facilitation methodology
the European Union




